his top hat all the way down <*Jueen Victoria Street on Mafeking
Day and on Mafeking Night had transplanted a 'To Let'
board from the garden of an empty house to the forecourt of the
little church which we attended on Sundays,

I was certainly in better circumstances then, for I went to
a school which now claims to rank among the public schools
of England, and in England public schools draw their scholars
from a narrow moneyed class. The head master habitually
dressed like a Scottish dominie caricatured by Punch. With
long hair and beard, a tarn o'shanter, and a cloak streaming
behind him, he stalked about the windy streets, a picture of
stern and wild Scottish righteousness, and deeply impressed
the matrons of Southend.

One morning he assembled the whole school in the main
hall for an unknown purpose and, gaunt and terrifying, to my
uneasy surprise called for 'Douglas Reed' to step forward.
I was about nine years old. I stepped out and stood, the
focus point of invisible dotted lines running from the curious
eyes of a hundred schoolfellows. In a breathless silence the
dominie spoke. I had in my possession a toy cannon; where,
had I got it? I had indeed a small toy cannon, worked by a
spring, which I had found during playtime the day before
behind a tree in the playground and had shown with much
glee to other boys. I told him this. 'You lie/ said he. *No, it's
true/ I answered. 'You lie.5 'No, it's true.' 'You lie/ thundered
the dominie, 'you took it from another boy's desk,' A figure of
righteous wrath, he pointed a long bony finger at me, and
shouted, Tell the truth, tell the truth!' The deity that punishes
bad boys seemed to have taken earthly shape. I had an awful
feeling of guilt. So holy a man could not be wrong. He roared
louder, *Did you take it from another boy's desk? Say yes!'
Tes/ I said. I was thrashed before the school I dared not tell
my parents; they would never believe me, I thought. Some
distrust of myself, which I only conquered many years later,
dated from this time.

We came to London. I went to another school, in Kilburn,